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Have you ever felt that God was calling you to do something yet you panicked and turned away 

from him?  Have you ever felt that you were facing an impossible task yet as a result decided to 

run for the hills rather than face potential failure? 

 

Well Jonah was one who knew what it meant to run away from God’s call.  In fact, God called 

him to preach a revival message in the town of Ninevah—yet the reluctant prophet rather takes a 

ship and heads in the complete opposite direction.  He tries to run away from God’s calling. 

 

Ah but God pursues him.  As the ship is sailing toward the city of Tarshish a terrible storm 

comes up at sea.  As the wind and waves toss the ship about, all on board believed that the ship 

was doomed and they would all perish; they believed there was no hope. 

 

So when the sailors asked Jonah what they should do he told them they should throw him into 

the sea; then he said the water would become calm.  Jonah knew that in running away from 

God’s call that God was pursuing him through this storm.  God was getting his attention. 

 

Therefore the sailors threw Jonah overboard and right away the raging waters became calm.  Yet 

for Jonah, he was swallowed by a large fish for three days and three nights.  In the fish Jonah 

prayed diligently to God in repentance and faith; he vowed to do God’s will. 

 

Then this large fish spit Jonah out of its belly on the dry land by the city of Ninevah.  Jonah then 

went out and preached a message of repentance to this city.  And lo and behold, a major and 

sweeping revival happened.  People’s lives and values were transformed by God’s love.  As a 

result, God spared these people and this city from the destruction he had planned. 

 

The amazing thing in history is how many of those people who have been called by God have 

run the other direction.  Whether it be Moses who told God he could not speak very well; Peter 

who denied he even knew Jesus; those Jesus called to follow him who said they were too busy 

getting married or burying their dead—most people’s first response is to run from God’s call. 

 

Even in our lives, yours and mine, we often are filled with excuses as we sidestep God’s call to 

us.  You might be afraid to get too committed in worship and in developing your faith for fear of 

what this might mean.  Will that mean that regular worship will now need to be your top priority; 

will you now need to give more of your time and money? 

 

Perhaps you have felt God’s call to teach children, help with youth activities or maybe offer and 

develop your care-giving skills.  Yet you keep pushing God’s call away.  You rationalize you are 

just way too busy.  You say you just wouldn’t know how to do it; you’re too old or set in your 

ways.  Therefore you run away to the hills to avoid God’s call. 



 

Perhaps you have been feeling God calling you to join a Bible study at Messiah; be part of the 

Welcome Team; teach and help with Sunday School; become a Stephen Minister; volunteer and 

help with a mission project.  God is possibly tugging at your heart to go deeper in your faith; to 

read the Bible more regularly; to share about Jesus and his love with someone else. 

 

Yet you are thinking about all the good excuses you can come up with to rationalize why you 

don’t need to follow God’s call.  You are thinking of using, as some Lutherans love to do, the 

excuse of claiming that all this talk of (Bible study/prayer/transformation/telling others about J);  

that doing these things aren’t really Lutheran; that we don’t want to be one of those obnoxious 

people with the Bible and with our faith.   

 

We rationalize that just going to church and being a good “church member,” whatever that 

means, is all that is required.  We decide that no one is going to tell me that God is calling me to 

change and become new in his love.  

 

Yet these religious cop-outs can easily be a way we decide to simply head for the hills.  As for 

the Bible message that we are to be born anew, that God wants to transform our lives, that God 

wants to use us as his witness and servant—it has been said that if it’s in the Bible it’s Lutheran.  

It is not just for some other group or denomination.   

 

Luther centered the Reformation and the doctrines of the church in a high view of Biblical 

truth—the Word alone, Faith alone, Grace alone.  Lutherans, therefore, should celebrate the 

study of Scripture and should always be excited, and never afraid of discussing, learning and 

sharing with others from God’s word of truth. 

 

I remember reading an article by a Lutheran theologian way back when I was in the seminary 

that has helped me a lot through the years.  This theologian stated that most Christians have 

come to faith in Jesus through what some may call “bad theology.”  In other words, very few 

have come to faith when someone is teaching what they might consider “pure” theology. 

 

Yet this theologian I read many years ago said that most people have come to faith through the 

witness of a friend; a person at Bible camp; someone in a small group; a coffee gathering with 

some neighbors.  

 

Those sharing may have been people who mixed a little Lutheran, Baptist, Pentecostal, 

Fundamentalist and Roman Catholic theology together in their sharing.  Yet the power of their 

witness wasn’t their knowledge and deep theological understanding--rather it was centered in 

their love for Jesus, their trust in the Bible, and the passion and care they had that others also 

come to know Jesus as a friend. 

 

Many people today have also come to faith through resources outside the organized church like 

Bible Study Fellowship, a Billy Graham Crusade, Cursillo or Teens Encounter Christ, Alpha, the 

Purpose Driven Life, Bible Camp, a mission trip, etc.  Many have come to faith by being in Bible 

studies and activities that were not written by “pure” Lutheran theologians; through 



reading/hearing stories and testimonies of people who may actually come from a completely 

different Christian background. 

 

The good news we always need to remember is that we are not saved by our theology; we are not 

saved because we happen to have the Lutheran name.  In fact, our mission at Messiah is not to 

make Lutherans, but to make Christians who simply share some Lutheran heritage and history 

(which is very rich and important).  As Martin Luther stated—we are saved only by God’s grace 

through faith as it is revealed in God’s holy Word. 

 

Jonah ran away from God and his call.  He was afraid of facing those rebellious people of 

Ninevah.  Yet as the large fish spit him out on the land, as he preached God’s word a revival 

broke out.  People were touched by God’s power and their lives, along with their nation, were 

changed and made new.  In spite of Jonah’s reluctance and anger, God had compassion. 

 

I know there are some of you who could share testimonies of how you may have run from God’s 

call; how you found every excuse on how you could not be involved in the church or in a faith 

growing opportunity—on why you should avoid these things.  It is amazing how easy it is for us 

to start believing our rationalizations and even justify why we believe we are right, and God is 

wrong. 

 

Yet I know there are many of you who could also share how God spit you out in a new place like 

he did Jonah; how God caused you to stumble into that study or worship; how you got involved 

in something kicking and screaming, and actually showing great reluctance to being there.  Yet 

you can also share that God somehow got a hold of you in that place. 

 

As reluctant and defensive as you might have been, God’s Spirit touched your heart and life in a 

powerful way.  As God’s Word was studied and shared, Jesus spoke to your heart.  As other 

Christians surrounded you, you found God’s love and community in ways you could never 

imagine.  A miraculous revival broke out in your life. 

 

The Bible says in Romans 10:17 that “faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is 

heard through the word of Christ.”  It is true that each time in history that the truth of God’s 

Word was released from the burdens of religious traditions, rituals, and unbelief, reformations 

have broken out.  God’s Word has the power to change hearts, lives, families, communities, and 

even churches, fellowship groups and denominations. 

 

My friend, have you ever been spit out by a large fish?  Well today God is calling you back from 

Tarshish.  There is work and ministry to be done right here.  There is a Gospel message that you 

need to hear and that so many in our community, and world, need to hear and experience.  Will 

you respond to God’s call? 

 

Revivals, miracles, and new life are promised if we focus on Jesus and his Word, and not on our 

excuses.  May we, my friends, trust God to work in a powerful way this year at Messiah—

through our programs, our ministries, our worship.  God truly wants to do even greater things 

through you as you trust his call. 

    


